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commencement; for with all the experience of *
Indian warfare, combined with the professional
science of Europe, oiir officers found yet some-
thing to learn from these Goorkhas. We adopted
from them the plan of stockading posts, which
the nature of the campaign frequently rendered it
necessary to place beyond the limit of prompt
support. Had' this plan been adopted from the
first, the detachments of Captains Sibley and
Blackney would have been saved. It was, how-
ever, altogether a new thing to the Bengal army;
for, from the earliest days, there had never been
works thrown up for the defence of an outpost;
nor in a war of the plains, could there ever be oc-
casion for such a precaution. Sir David Ochter-
lony has the merit of having first resorted to this
plan,* and of having adopted it, too, as a resource
of prudence which occurred to his own mind, not
taught to him by the experience of disaster, as
was the case with others* Such, however, was
the nature of Umur Singh's positions that they
could not have been turned or surrounded, so as
to cut off his communications without occupying a
large circuit, and throwing out detachments for
the purpose at considerable distances from one
another; many of which, being necessarily much

* The first stockade erected after the Goorkha fashion was
at Khundnee, where a battalion was left with some irregulars,
while the division turned Umur Singh's left, by marching to
Nehur.